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First the bad...lets get it out of the way!

Less than 20 miles out, a little before New Boston, a rider on an F4I went down. I didn't see it happen
and was able to gather little information regarding the cause. He may have target fixated, locked up
his rear brakes, and went down in soft sand near a home. I assume it was low speed and when asked
he maintained he wasn't hurt.

I had noticed him before we left wearing a sweatshirt and, given it was a little chilly, I just assumed he
was wearing a jacket underneath. He wasn't. I also understand he wasn't wearing gloves and the only
obvious injury was a cut hand. I wasn't too happy about that....

He was with a couple friends and they stayed with him to see if they could sort out his bike.
Hopefully he got it going and the three of them were able to enjoy the rest of a beautiful day.

OK! On to the good stuff!

I began to suspect that this was going to be a largish
group a couple days before the ride. The weather
was swinging around to the 'gorgeous' setting, my
email got active, and a couple of the forums started
percolating.

After meeting Mark, Sarah and Nick in Litchfield, I
swung into Seacoast by 8:30 and there were already
half dozen or so riders in the lot.

Big thanks to Jesse and Jim for the coffee and
donuts. And to Bobby and Danny for the lovely
presentation of HyperMotards being prepped for
demos!

By the time we had the riders meeting there
were 31 bikes and 4 riders/passengers. Thank
the lord, (it's just an expression folks...I haven't
been converted), that Bruce (MYCIRCUS) was
there...and more importantly, agreed to ride
sweep. In his bright yellow Phantom suit he
was perfect for the role. And he's ridden sweep
for me before so I was thrilled.
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It was fantastic to see a bunch of new folks...and even better to see some old friends joining us for the
first time. I had received a few PMs and emails from some newer folks concerned about whether they
would fit in and I am really glad that they showed up. I hope they enjoyed the ride and were
comfortable with the pace and group.

The first few miles took us through Derry, around Manchester, and into Goffstown. The lights and
highway tended to amplify the challenge of managing a group this large and there was a bit of waiting
to keep the group together. Once we headed out of Goffstown the rest of the day was awesome and
we rarely waited more than a minute or so for the group to regroup!

I had programmed a route into
my ZUMO and, while I’m better
at using the software than I used
to be, there were still a couple of
glitches in the morning.
MapSource doesn't indicate 'dirt'
roads and a couple of my
selections turned out to be dirt. I
passed them by, re-routed, and
after a long u-turn got back on
track. (I bet a lot of you never
even noticed!!!)

After crossing the river into
Vermont and turned north toward
Putney I swear I could smell ribs

cooking way before we got to Curtis'.
We arrived at about 12:20 and the whole
perimeter of the parting lot was
full...mostly bikes. We took over the
center and went about ordering, eating,
meeting and greeting. We also filled our
gas tanks next door.

My hand rubbed dry smoked ribs are
better. There...I said it. But as a
destination, Curtis' is a great time! I
believe this ride is a keeper!


